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‘Sound was superb and the TV system made 
everyone look like stars’
Praise for technical sta�  after Cardinall’s Musick

‘I love the Proms but I can 
never � nd my way out of 
the Suburb afterwards!’
Clare Teal after her amazing 
jazz performance

Kammerphilharmonie 
Europa classical music 
review: a late start but 
a dazzling finish
Barry Millington’s highlight was trumpeter Kirill Gusarov, who combined beauty of tone with an utterly secure technique
Not even the blockade at Calais and chaos at Dover could deter the Kammerphilharmonie Europa from making their appearance at the Proms at St Jude’s.
As the concert began, they were still thundering up the M20, but they arrived just in time to play the Hummel Trumpet Concerto and Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 23 in A major. Meanwhile, the Russian–American pianist Sergey Schepkin gave us a delightful, if unscheduled mini-recital of three Debussy preludes (fl uently and evocatively played) and a generously pedalled, strongly projected reading of Bach’s Partita No. 6 in E minor.

It would perhaps be kinder to dwell on the Kammerphilharmonie Europa’s heroic endeavours in crossing the Channel, rather than their execution of the concertos. Suffi ce to say that Schepkin hustled the outer movements of the Mozart along, taking no prisoners, but succeeded in delivering the passagework fl awlessly. In the Andante he found room for expressive touches which momentarily raised the entire level of the performance.
The soloist in the Hummel was the Russian trumpeter Kirill Gusarov. Here he combined beauty of tone with an utterly secure technique in a dazzling account of the concerto.
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the best-organised festival I know’
Piers Plowright, who interviewed  
Vanessa Nicolson at Litfest

‘The concert was great..and we had lovely 
tea and sandwiches too!’
Older Proms-goer after lunchtime harp recital

‘Timeless, glorious and heavenly, 
it took me to another world’
Audience member after Cardinall’s 
Musick concert

‘Your audiences are always 
so alert and so interested’
Sue MacGregor after talking 
to Stanley Johnson at Litfest

As the concert began, they were still thundering up the M20, but they arrived just in time to play the Hummel Trumpet Concerto and Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 23 in A major. Meanwhile, the Russian–American pianist Sergey Schepkin gave us a delightful, if unscheduled mini-recital of three Debussy preludes (fl uently and evocatively played) 

‘We were an hour and a half  late..the 
audience were so kind and forgiving’
Kammerphilharmonie Europa member
on her epic journey from Cologne



‘I really liked the violinist 
and the modern fast bits’
Olivia, aged 10, after our 
Wonderland performance

‘A magical night in 
glorious surroundings... 
I will be back’
Gabrielle West, Barnes

‘Proms has done it once again...
a real triumph’
Graham Welland, Kentish Town

Proms at St Jude’s 
2015 draws to 
crescendo fi nish
Imogen Blake

Last Night of St Jude’s Proms with The London International Orchestra conducted by Howard Williams & soloist Victoria Simmonds

The illustrious Proms at St Jude’s festival drew to a crescendo fi nish last weekend following a week of literary talks and orchestral concerts.
Audiences were delighted by a wide variety of lunchtime and evening concerts in the last days of the annual festival – of which the Ham&High is its media partner – at the weekend at St Jude-on-the-Hill church in Hampstead Garden Suburb.

Proms committee member David Littaur was honoured on his 90th birthday at the magnifi cent Last Night of the Proms on Sunday when he was invited to take up the baton to conduct a short piece.
Proms founder Susie Gregson said: “He is the epitome of an English gentleman, extraordinarily polite and considerate and we are fond of saying that when we grow up, we want to be just like David!”

The fi nal evening offered guests rousing orchestral pieces performed by the London International Orchestra and conducted by Howard Williams.
But it was not all smooth sailing for the 23rd festival’s last hurrah.

On Tuesday last week, the Calais port strike nearly put a stop to a performance by the orchestral group Kammerphilharmonie Europa when they were delayed by several hours.

Thankfully, the group made it in time for the interval, and the 450 concert-goers were not left disappointed.
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‘Telling my story at LitFest 
will help protect me from 
Putin’s thugs’ 
Bill Browder, who enthralled 
patrons with his dark tale 
from Russia

Last Night of St Jude’s Proms with The London International Orchestra conducted by Howard Williams & soloist Victoria Simmonds

‘Truly moving and haunting. These 
� ve are all so gifted’
Tim Brown, East Finchley, on Gemma 
Rose� eld & Brodsky Quartet

‘It was so very impressive 
to see the Proms in action’
Gill Hornby after interview
with Bridget Galton
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